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THERE seems to exist — especially among magazine 
advertisers, a misunderstanding as to the aim and 
object of our publication, in the particular field 
that we occupy. We wish to state emphatically, that 
this is in no sense a trade magazine. The Decorator 
and Furnisher has higher aims, which we may define as 
follows : First and foremost we are a ' ' home " magazine ; 
our aim is to present to those interested in decorative 
art, all that is new and in correct taste; to advocate 
pure classical simplicity in these matters, and inci- 
dentally to interest the ladies of the home, by placing 
before them the many and latest items of interest in 
these lines. 



THE home amateur is our next consideration. Real- 
izing as we do, the large number of people in the 
length and breadth of the country, who are in- 
terested in this class of home industry, and who are 
ever on the lookout for designs, ideas and information 
regarding the particular subject they are most interest- 
ed in ; considering also that they are always on the alert 
for anything that is good and new in amateur artwork, 
that they may try, and adopt if congenial, we are ever 
on the lookout to gather together interesting matter to 
place before them. Never before have the amateurs 
such opportunities as the present day offers; and their 
ambition and progression is well exemplified by the fact 
that the amateur of to day is attempting — and successful- 
ly — art work that has in the past been considered as out 
of his reach. This fact is due in great measure to the sim- 
plicity of the present day methods of execution. Manu- 
facturers in these lines are awake to the great and 
growing interest in home art work, and the consequent 
results are more than satisfactory. 
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WE MAY note in this connection, wrought iron 
work ; in times past this work could only be ac- 
complished with the (then) necessary attend- 
ance of heat, and its accompanying discomforts, which 
to the amateur was sufficient discouragement to cause 
its preclusion from among the home arts. At the present 
time, so simply and neatly can the work be done, that, 
not only is it free from all inconvenience, but it is a 
pleasant and agreeable pastime as well. This is only 
one, of the many decorative arts that have been brought 
•of late within the reach of the amateur, with satisfying 
results. 



A STILL further aim of this magazine, is to interest 
professional decorators and designers from an 
. artistic standpoint; although this is an incidental 
feature, we feel that it is a good one, as it gives them an 
opportunity of seeing the work of others in their fields, 
besides giving them a collection of good material from 
which to gather ideas, as_we are particularly careful to 
publish only what we consider in our best judg- 
ment to be good, and of general interest. We wish to 
say in this connection, that we are glad at any time to 
publish the work of designers in any branch of the arts 
decorative — providing of course that it comes up to the 
required standard — giving full credit for the work, both 
in the caption and description. 



THE misunderstanding regarding our mission, is un- 
doubtedly due to the fact that in the earlier days 
of the magazine's existence, it was the endeavor — 
as the French proverb puts it — viser a deau buts — "to 
aim at two marks" — .in other words, to cover both the 
trade and the home fields, but remembering the wise 
axiom regarding the "two stools," we have foresworn 
trade journalism wholly, devoting ourselves solely to the 
editing and publishing of a decorative art magazine, and 
we trust that in this respect, the pages of The Decorator 
and Furnisher will speak for themselves. 



TO MAKE our journal of greater interest to amateurs, 
we open this month a series of Amateur Compe- 
titions. These are to include within their scope 
the most popular lines of amateur work. The first of 
this series is in the interest of china painters, and the 
•subject of the design is a Five Piece Toilet Set, this 
includes the brush tray, ring stand, puff box, cold cream 
box, and pin tray; the four smaller articles to be shown 
in the drawing arranged upon the brush tray, which 
should be large enough to show the decoration, as well 
as the pieces arranged upon it. 



THE design is to be in flat — showing top outlines 
only, with their decorations and outline. The 
drawing to be on white bristol board finished in 
pen and ink (India ink). The design must be within 
the scope of the amateur, and the drawing clean and sharp- 
ly defined. They must also be drawn in porportion to be 
reduced to one half page of the magazine. The draw- 
ings must be signed with a nom de plume , and sent with 
an accompanying letter giving this and the designer's 
real name and address, and also a short description set- 
ting forth colors, treatment, etc. 



AWARDS for the three best designs will be as fol- 
lows. For the best design, a copy of Mrs Mon- 
achesi's new book "A Manual for China Paint- 
ers ;" for the second, one year's subscription to The Dec- 
orator and Furnisher, and for the third, six months' 



subscription to the same magazine. All designs must be 
in our hands by February 1, 1897, to allow time for 
selection and publication in our March issue. The judges 
will be Mrs. N. Di R. Monachesi, the well-known china 
decorator, Mrs. Oliver Bell Bunce, known to our read- 
ers for her practical and artistic technical articles, and 
the editor. We reserve the right to publish all or any 
number of the designs, and such designs as show mark- 
ed merit outside of the prizes will be published as 
"honorable mentions." Bear in mind, this competi- 
tion is in the interest of amateurs only, none other will 
be considered and any designs coming in after February 
first will not be eligible. 



WE CONSIDER this a good opportunity for the am- 
bitious amateur to give publicity to her (or his) 
name and work, as both the nom deplume and per- 
sonal name will be published in connection with the de- 
signs. There are few amateurs who are not ambitious 
some day to become professionals, and to such, early 
publicity is not to be despised. 



FURTHER competitions, which will be announced 
in their order will include Wrought Iron work, 
Pyrography, Furniture Designs (a simple subject 
for home work) Wood Carving and Embroidery in the 
list, for which simple, but suitable prizes will be 
offered. We have opened this series of Amateur 
Competitions with the end in view of making this 
department of wider scope, and greater interest to 
such of our readers who may be interested in this 
class of work, and of offering them as well, an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and judging the work of others in this 
field. The utmost impartiality will be used in ad- 
judging the prizes, and the results published in the is- 
sue following the date of their completion. 



WE INTEND for the coming season to make these 
simple competitions a feature of our magazine, 
and stand ready at all times to answer any 
reasonable questions relating to them, through the mails, 
understanding of course, that such as desire informa- 
tion shall enclose return postage. The prize drawings 
are to be the property of The Decorator and Furnisher, 
all others will be returned. 



HAVING a laudable ambition to increase our circu- 
lation, and feeling confident that we have a 
magazine that should be widely and more generally 
known (especially in the outlying towns and districts 
remote from the large centres of population), we are 
prepared to offer liberal terms to any one who will work 
in our interests. The popular aims of The "Decorator 
and Furnisher in its particular field ; the comparatively 
small subscription price, and the liberal offer that we 
make subscribers, (see editorial in Christmas number) 
should, we feel assured, make it of immediate interest 
to the "home keeper," the art lover, and the amateur; 
and there are many such throughout the land who would 
no doubt be with us if it were once brought to their, 
notice. Write us for subscription terms and all par- 
ticulars. 



TRUSTING that our position in the journalistic field 
will be fully understood in the future ; that our ef - - 
forts to interest the amateur worker will bring 
good returns, and that the coming year will bring to 
you — one and all — " health, wealth and prosperity," is 
our most earnest wish. 



